Chinese Measure Words Table

Chinese Measure Words (People & Animals)

Measure Word

}lﬁ

SR

Pinyin English Meaning

Generic measure word
(most common for people,
small animals, and general

objects)

ge

Polite/respectful measure
word for people (used to
show respect to guests,
elders, or any person)

Formal measure word for
people (used in official
ming contexts or for
professionals, e.g.,
doctors, soldiers, students)

Measure word for small to
medium-sized animals,
birds, insects, and some
small objects

zhi

Measure word for large
animals (e.g., cattle,
elephants), and also for
some small animals (e.g.,
pigs, sheep) in casual
speech

tou

Measure word for horses,
mules, donkeys, and some
long, thin animals (e.g.,
wolves)

pi

Measure word for long,
narrow animals (e.g., fish,
snakes, eels, loaches) and
long objects

tido

Example Sentence & Translation

HE—1THK. (WO ydu yige péngyodu.) - |
have one friend.

ER =M. (Qingzho san weildosht.)
- Please find three teachers IBE (IR E,
(Huanying gé wei laibin.) - Welcome all
distinguished guests.

ENUMBE-—+RBFE, (WOmen ban you
érshi ming xuéshéng.) - There are twenty
students in our class.ERE+RESE.
(Yiyuan you shi ming yishéng.) - There are
ten doctors in the hospital.

W EBE—RS, (Shushangydu yizhinido.)
- There is one bird on the tree.®2 t 5 —215
W, (Zhud shang ydu yizhi mayi.) - There
is one ant on the table.

RIHEBBRKSF. (Nongchang li you wi téu
niu.) - There are five cows on the farm.—3k
INERAIE, (Y1tou xido zha hén ké'ai.) - A
little pig is very cute.

fiE—IL 3, (Tayduyipima.) - He has one
horse. 23R MITIEF. (Ta gian li lidng pi
ludzi.) - He led two mules over.

AEH=%4, (Héliyousantidoyn.) -
There are three fish in the river. /17 L B
e, (Shichdng shangydu lidng tido
shanyu.) - There are two eels in the market.



P

#

féng

qun

dui

Measure word for camels

Measure word for groups
of people or animals

Measure word for pairs of
people or animals (e.g.,
couples, twins)

Measure word for pairs
(used for people’ s hands,
feet, or paired animals)

Measure word for family
members (used to count
peoplein a family)

Informal measure word for
a group of people (often
with a casual tone)

Literary measure word for
birds (less common in
daily speech)

WRBE—IEIE. (Shamo liyou yiféng
ludtuo.) - There is one camel in the desert.
—BZTFELED. (Y1qun haizi zai
gongyuan wan.) - A group of children are
playing in the park.

BRinE—ItEKEF, (Nabian you yidui fafu.) -
There is a couple over there.

B —IAKBREE, (Ta you yishudng da
yanjing.) - He has a pair of big eyes.

MAIREROA. (Tamen jia you wii kdu
rén.) - There are five people in their family.

T —{kBB&. (LaileyThud péngydu.) - A
group of friends came.

—PEFEIEES L. (Y1yl gézi luo zai
chuangtai shang.) - A pigeon landed on the
windowsill.

Chinese Measure Words (Daily Objects)

Measure Word

ik

3R

R

i

Pinyin

ge

bén

zhi

kuai

tiao

English Meaning

Generic measure word for
most small daily objects

Measure word for books,
notebooks, and bound
documents

Measure word for long, thin
objects (e.g., pens, pencils,
chopsticks)

Measure word for flat, thin
objects (e.g., paper, photos,
tables)

Measure word for objects
with handles (e.g.,
umbrellas, chairs, scissors)

Measure word for solid,
block-shaped objects (e.g.,
soap, cake, chocolate)

Measure word for long,
narrow objects (e.g.,
towels, pants, ropes)

Measure word for thin, long
objects (e.g., ropes,

Example Sentence & Translation

EET KT, (WS maile yigeé béizi.) - |
bought one cup.

fBE+4&+. (Ta ydu shibénsha.) - He has
ten books.

BABE—Z%E. (Qing géiwd yizhibi) -
Please give me one pen.

K EBE—KH, (Zhud shangydu yizhang
zhi.) - There is one piece of paper on the
table.

ihE—<, (Taydu yibd san.) - She has
one umbrella.

Iz T —HRERE, (WO chile yi kuai dan
gao.) - | ate one piece of cake.

B —%EM, (Tayduyitido maojin.) - He
has one towel.

K EB—IRHEF. (Zhuo shangyoduyigén
kuaizi.) - There is one chopstick on the
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jian

tai

bu

zhan

ping

guan

hé

dai

judn

méi

pian

chopsticks, hair)

Measure word for clothing,
furniture, and some large
objects

Measure word for
machines, appliances, and
equipment (e.g.,
computers, TVs, phones)

Measure word for
electronic devices (e.g.,
phones, cameras) and
works (e.g., movies, books)

Measure word for lamps
and lights

Measure word for bottled
objects (e.g., water, juice,
oil)

Measure word for canned
objects (e.g., food, drinks)

Measure word for boxed
objects (e.g., chocolates,
matches, cosmetics)

Measure word for bagged
objects (e.g., rice, flour,
snacks)

Measure word for rolled
objects (e.g., paper, tape,
cloth)

Measure word for small,
round objects (e.g., coins,
stamps, buttons)

Measure word for small,
round or granular objects
(e.g., candies, pearls, stars)

Measure word for thin, flat
pieces (e.g., bread, leaves,

paper)

table.

R T —H KRR, (Ta mai le yijian yifu.) -
She bought one piece of clothing.

KEBH—SBMR, (Jialiydu yitai diannao.)
- There is one computer at home.

e —BFFH. (Ta ydu yi bu shduji.) - He
has one mobile phone.

BiRIBE—=T. (Fangjian i yduyizhan
déng.) - There is one lamp in the room.

HEXT 7K. (WS maile yi ping shui.) - |
bought one bottle of water.

KFEEBE—#A K. (Bingxiang [iyouyi
guan kéle.) - There is one can of cola in the
fridge.

WE—ZIF5 . (Taydu yihé gidokeli.) -
She has one box of chocolates.

T—4AK. (Maiyidai dami.) - Buy one
bag of rice.

K EE—ERT. (Zhud shang ydu yijuan
jiaodai.) - There is one roll of tape on the
table.

e —KEBZE, (Ta you yi méi youpiao.) -
He has one stamp.

s —FE Tk, (Ta you yiké zhénzhi.) -
She has one pearl.

# EH—FRMHF, (Dishangydu yipian
yézi.) - There is one leaf on the ground.

Chinese Measure Words (Food & Drinks)

Measure Word

B8

Pinyin

English Meaning

Measure word for food
served in a bowl (e.g., rice,
noodles, soup, porridge)

Example Sentence & Translation
HKE—Bims%. (WO yaoyiwdn miantido.) -
| want one bowl of noodles. 408 7 —BEi#s.

(Ta hé le yt wan zhdu.) - She drank one
bowl of porridge.
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vieasure wora 1or arinks

served in a cup (e.g., water,

tea, coffee, milk, juice,
soda)

Measure word for food
served on a plate (e.g.,
dishes, fruits, snacks)

Measure word for meals
(breakfast, lunch, dinner)

Measure word for portions

of food (e.g., takeout, set
meals, desserts, salads)

Measure word for dishes of

cooked food, including
soups and snacks

Measure word for solid

food (e.g., meat, cake, tofu)

Measure word for sliced
food (e.g., bread, meat,
fruit)

Measure word for long,
thin food (e.g., noodles,
carrots, sausages)

Measure word for small,
round food (e.g., grapes,
candies, nuts)

Measure word for small,
granular food (e.g., rice,
beans, seeds)

Measure word for food
served in a string (e.g.,
grapes, candied haws)

Measure word for
packaged food (e.g.,
snacks, instant noodles)

Measure word for canned
food (e.g., tuna, beans)

Measure word for bottled

drinks (e.g., juice, beer, oil)

JEZEIK— MR (UING g€ WO yI Del cna.) -
Please give me one cup of tea. ZFME T —#F
&4, (Haizi hé le yi béi nidnai.) - The

child drank one cup of milk.

S EBE—8%F, (Zhud shang ydu yi pan
cai.) - There is one plate of food on the
table.® EE—#&7KR. (Zhuo shangyduyi
pan shuigud.) - There is one plate of fruit
on the table.

Iz 7T —IERMNEE, (WOchileyidun
féngsheng de zdocan.) - I had a hearty
breakfast.

HKE—9IME, (WS yao yi fen waimai.) - |
want one takeout order. X E—13 74,
(W6 yao yi fen shala.) - | want one portion
of salad.

BT =IBXREH. (Mama zuo le san
dao jiachangcai.) - Mom cooked three
home-cooked dishes. & [TH#HH T —iEF1%,
(Canting tuich le yi dao xin tang.) - The
restaurant launched a new soup.
iz T —HRFE. (Ta chi le y1 kuai nidrou.)
- He ate one piece of beef.

EIZ7T—RmEE. (WO chileyipian
mianbao.) - | ate one slice of bread.

iz 7 —1REM. (Tachileyigen
xiangchang.) - He ate one sausage.

Wiz T —EEE. (Ta chileyiké putdo.) -
She ate one grape.

BEREAE—HK. (Wan li ydu yili mi.) - There
is one grain of rice in the bowl.

KET—HEE. (WO maileyichuan
putdo.) - | bought one bunch of grapes.

T —8ZE R, (Tamadileyibao
shilpian.) - He bought one bag of potato
chips.

KEBEE—#EEHE, (Bingxiang [T you yi
guan jingiangyu.) - There is one can of
tunain the fridge.

I8 T —H#RMEHE, (Ta hé le yi ping pijit.) -
He drank one bottle of beer.



Chinese Measure Words (Transportation &
Places/Structures)



Measure Word
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Pinyin

liang

jia

lie

ZUo

dong

jian

shan

mian

tiao

duan

English Meaning

Measure word for
wheeled vehicles (e.g.,
cars, bikes, buses,
motorcycles, tricycles)

Measure word for aircraft
(e.g., planes, helicopters),
also for cameras,
telescopes

Measure word for ships,
boats, yachts,
submarines, and other
water vehicles

Measure word for trains,
trams, convoys, or queues
of vehicles

Measure word for large
buildings, bridges,
mountains, towers,
temples, statues

Measure word for
buildings, including
houses, apartments, high-
rises, and villas

Measure word for rooms
(e.g., bedrooms, offices,
shops, classrooms)

Measure word for doors,
windows, and electric fans

Measure word for walls,
flags, mirrors

Measure word for long,
narrow features like
roads, rivers, streets,
railways, and paths

Measure word for a
section of road, river, or

pipe

Example Sentence & Translation

& EE—IRS%F. (Lushangydu yiliang
qgiché.) - There is one car on the road.fth
—RERZE, (Tayouyiliang métudché.) -
He has one motorcycle.

KX EBE LM, (Tian shangydu yijia
féiji.) - There is one plane in the sky.fthE—
Ze#BM. (Tayduyijia xiangji.) - He has
one camera.

B EE—MEM. (H3ishangyou yisou
chuén.) - There is one ship at sea. ;805 —
M. (Gangkou you yisou yduting.) -
There is one yacht in the port.
FUhR T —FIAZE, (Chézhan laileyi lie
hudché.) - A train arrived at the station. &
—5IZEpAGEIE, (YOu yi lié chédui shigud.) -
A convoy of cars passed by.

W EE—ER. (Chéngshiliyou yizud
qido.) - There is one bridge in the city.LL £
B—EE#E, (Shanshangyduyizuo ta.) -
There is one tower on the mountain.

LB —REF. (Nabianyouyidong
fangzi.) - There is one building over there.
INNXBE+HS#. (Xidoql [l you shidong
gaoldu.) - There are ten high-rise
buildings in the community.
tE—BHAZE, (Tayouyijian
bangongshi.) - He has one office. #&E =
+ial#=E. (Xuéxiao you ershijian jiaoshi.)
- The school has twenty classrooms.
FBEIBE—RBEF . (Fangjian i you yishan
chuanghu.) - There is one window in the
room.EEIEE—RME. (Fangjian [i you
yi shan féngshan.) - There is one electric
fanin the room.

& EE—E#$EF. (Qidngshangydu yi mian
jingzi.) - There is one mirror on the wall.
WHEE—FZAA, (Chéngshiliydu yitido
dahé.) - There is a big river in the city. .12
B—% /B, (Shan [iydu yitido xidolu.) -
There is a small path in the mountains.

XEERRIET, (Zhé duan luhén kuan.) -
This section of road is very wide.



Chinese Measure Words (Abstract Concepts &

Miscellaneous)
Measure Word Pinyin
o zhdng
T xiang
7 chang
(13 zhén
% jian

/N ci

[=] hui

i mén
H feng
iy zé

E] shou
=] pian
] fa

m ju

] di

£ ]

English Meaning

Measure word for types,
kinds, or varieties

Measure word for items,
projects, tasks, or skills

Measure word for events,
activities, or performances
(e.g., movies, games, rain)

Measure word for short,
sudden events (e.g., wind,
rain, applause)

Measure word for matters,
events, or incidents

Measure word for times
(actions, events)

Measure word for times
(actions, visits) (similar to
Z%, more casual)

Measure word for courses,
skills, subjects, and also
for weapons (e.g.,
cannons)

Measure word for letters,
emails, or sealed items

Measure word for news,
rules, or short stories

Measure word for poems,
songs

Measure word for articles,
essays, or passages

Measure word for
paintings, photos, or
pictures

Measure word for
sentences, phrases

Measure word for drops
(e.g., water, tears, oil)

Measure word for a little
bit (e.g., hope, doubt)

Measure word for a small

Example Sentence & Translation
BERXIHAKR, (WO xthuan zhé zhdng
shuigud.) - I like this kind of fruit.
fth5eR T —INESH. (Ta wanchéngleyi
xiang rénwu.) - He completed one task.

BET 158, (Wokanleyichang
dianying.) - | watched one movie.

T —PFEX. (Laile yi zhén féng.) - A gust
of wind came.

E4ET—H/E, (Fashéng leyijian
xidoshi.) - A small incident happened.
HET =xItH. (WO qu le san ci Béijing.)
- I went to Beijing three times.

37 —[El, (Talaile yThui.) - He came
once.

fth5 7T —TiNIBIR. (Ta xué le yi mén
Hanyl keé.) - He took one Chinese course.
% EBE—I1AM. (Zhanchangshangydu
yi mén dapao.) - There is one cannon on
the battlefield.

BUE T —FHM5. (WO shoudao le yifeng
xin.) - | received one letter.
HEEZ—NHFE, (WO kandao yizé
xinwén.) - | saw one piece of news.
W8 T —E . (Ta chang le yishdu gé.) -
She sang one song.

fthE 7T —RXE, (Taxié leyipian
wénzhang.) - He wrote one article.

& FEE—18E, (Qidngshangguazheyi
fu hua.) - There is one painting hanging
on the wall.

fthi 33 T —H)i&F. (Ta shud duileyiju hua.)
- He said one correct sentence.

BRI T—EB, (Yan lidido leyidilei.) -
Atear fell from the eye.

fthE— £, (Tayou yisixiwang.) - He
has a glimmer of hope.

T EE R En+d: NarY (=2 L T oan¥



i

dian

zhuang

amount (e.g., food, time,
money)

Measure word for a
stream, smell, or force
(e.g., wind, smell)

Measure word for major
events or incidents (more
formal)

Iz RPYIHlo (VWO Xuydo yi aidn
shijian.) - I need a little time.

B—RRERK, (YOu yi gl xiangwei.) - There
is a whiff of fragrance.

ZET—HEKE, (Fashéng leyizhuang
dashi.) - A major event happened.



