
 

 

Part 1. Easy Math Problems that Look Hard （with Answers） 

Sometimes, math problems can seem more complicated than they actually are. In this 

section, we'll explore five easy math problems that may appear challenging at first 

glance, but with a little bit of logical thinking, you'll be able to solve them with ease. 

These fun, interesting, and simple math problems with answers are designed to help 

you or your child build confidence and improve their problem-solving skills. 

Question 1: If you have 3 apples and 4 oranges, and you take away 2 fruits, how 

many fruits do you have left? 

Problem 

type 

Logical Thinking, Critical Thinking, Analytical Skills 

Answer 5 fruits 

Explanation 
 

The is a puzzle problem, asking you to take away 2 fruits, 

but it doesn't specify which fruits to take away. Since you 

have 3 apples and 4 oranges, you can take away any 2 fruits, 

leaving you with the remaining 5 fruits. 

Question 2: If (2^3)^4 = x, find the value of x. 

Problem 

type 

Algebra, exponent rules 

Answer 4096 

Explanation According to the rules of exponent operations, (2^3)^4 = 

2^(3*4) = 2^12 = 4096. 

Question 3: A triangle has a base of 10 cm and a height of 8 cm. Find the area of this 

triangle. 



 

 

 

Problem 

type 

Geometry, triangle area 

Answer 40 square cm 

Explanation The formula for the area of a triangle is: Area = 1/2 * base 

* height 

Plugging in the given values: Area = 1/2 * 10 * 8 = 40 

square cm. 

Question 4: Given the equations x + 2y = 6 and 2x - y = 7, find the values of x and y. 

Problem type Algebra, system of linear equations 

Answer x = 4, y = 1 

Explanation Rearranging the equations: x + 2y = 6, 2x - y = 7 

Solving the system of equations, we get: x = 4, y = 1 



 

 

Question 5: A class has 10 boys and 8 girls. If 3 students are randomly selected to be 

the class president, vice president, and secretary, how many different ways can this be 

done? 

Problem 

type 

Probability, permutations and combinations 

Answer 720 ways 

Explanation There are 10 ways to choose 1 boy for the president. 

There are 28 ways to choose 2 girls for vice president and 

secretary. 

The total number of ways is 10 * 28 = 720. 

Question 6: The first 3 terms of a sequence are 3, 7, 11. Find the 10th term of this 

sequence. 

Problem 

type 

Sequences, arithmetic sequences 

Answer 27 

Explanation This is an arithmetic sequence with a common difference of 

7 - 3 = 4. 

The formula for the nth term of an arithmetic sequence is: 

an = a1 + (n-1)d 

Plugging in the values: a10 = 3 + (10-1)*4 = 27 

Question 7: What comes next in the sequence: 2, 4, 8, 16, __? 

Problem type Pattern Recognition 



 

 

Answer 32 

Explanation Each number is double the previous one. 

Question 8: I add five to nine, and get two. The answer is correct, but how? 

Problem type Logic Puzzle 

Answer When looking at a clock, adding 5 hours to 9 gives you 2. 

Explanation The context is time on a 12-hour clock. 

Part 2. Simple Math Problems for Elementary Students (Grades 1-6) 

Many primary school students find math tough, but it doesn't have to be! In this 

section, we'll look at a range of elementary math problems that are appropriate for 

students in grades 1 through 6. These simple, uncomplicated questions cover a wide 

range of topics, including word problems, addition and subtraction, multiplication and 

division, fractions, geometry, and problem solving. 

Working through these questions can help young learners gain confidence, improve 

their arithmetic skills, and have fun in the process. Whether you're in second, fourth, 

or sixth grade, these basic arithmetic questions with answers will engage and 

challenge you. 

Math Word Problems 

Question 1: There were 15 apples in the basket. 8 apples were taken out. How many 

apples are left in the basket? 

Problem 

type 

Addition and Subtraction 

Answer 7 apples 



 

 

Explanation We start with 15 apples in the basket. Then, 8 apples are 

taken out. To find the number of apples left, we subtract 8 

from 15: 15 - 8 = 7. So, there are 7 apples left in the basket. 

Question 2: Jenna's flower garden is 6 feet long and 3 feet wide. What is the total 

area of her flower garden? 

 

Problem 

type 

Measurement 

Answer 18 square feet 

Explanation To find the total area of Jenna's flower garden, we need to 

multiply the length (6 feet) by the width (3 feet). The 

formula for area is: Area = Length × Width. So, the area of 

Jenna's flower garden is 6 feet × 3 feet = 18 square feet. 



 

 

Question 3: There are 20 cookies that need to be divided evenly among 5 children. 

How many cookies will each child get? 

Problem 

type 

Division 

Answer 4 cookies 

Explanation There are 20 cookies that need to be divided equally among 

5 children. To find how many cookies each child will get, 

we divide the total number of cookies (20) by the number of 

children (5): 20 ÷ 5 = 4. So, each child will get 4 cookies. 

Addition and Subtraction Problems 

Question 4: 25 + 17 = ? 

Problem 

type 

Adding 2-Digit Numbers 

Answer 42 

Explanation To solve this additional problem, we simply add the two 

numbers together: 25 + 17 = 42. 

Question 5: 54 - 28 = ? 

Problem 

type 

Subtraction of two-digit numbers 

Answer 26 



 

 

Explanation To solve this subtraction problem, we take the larger 

number (54) and subtract the smaller number (28): 54 - 28 = 

26. 

Question 6: 16 + 19 - 15 = ? 

Problem 

type 

Mixed operations of addition and subtraction 

Answer 30 

Explanation To solve this mixed addition and subtraction problem, we 

first add the two numbers (16 + 19 = 45), and then subtract 

the third number (45 - 15 = 30). 

Multiplication and Division Problems 

Question 7: 6 x 4 = ? 

Problem 

type 

Multiplication within 10 

Answer 24 

Explanation To solve this multiplication problem, we simply multiply 

the two numbers together: 6 x 4 = 24. 

Question 8: 27 ÷ 9 = ? 

Problem 

type 

Division within 10 

Answer 3 



 

 

Explanation To solve this division problem, we divide the first number 

(27) by the second number (9): 27 ÷ 9 = 3. 

Question 9: 8 x 3 ÷ 2 = ? 

Problem 

type 

Mixed operations of multiplication and division 

Answer 12 

Explanation To solve this mixed multiplication and division problem, we 

first multiply 8 by 3 (8 x 3 = 24), and then divide the result 

by 2 (24 ÷ 2 = 12). 

Fraction Problems 

Question 10: 1/2 + 1/4 = ? 

Answer 3/4 

Explanation To add fractions with different denominators, we need to 

find a common denominator. In this case, the lowest 

common denominator is 4. We convert 1/2 to 2/4 and add it 

to 1/4 to get 3/4. 

Question 11: 3/5 of 20 = ? 

Answer 12 

Explanation To find 3/5 of 20, we first need to find 1/5 of 20, which is 4. 

Then, we multiply 3/5 by 4 to get the final answer of 12. 

Question 12: Which fraction is larger: 2/3 or 3/5? 



 

 

Answer 2/3 is larger than 3/5. 

Explanation To compare the two fractions, we need to find a common 

denominator. The lowest common denominator is 15. 

Converted to 15th, 2/3 is 10/15, and 3/5 is 9/15. Since 10/15 

is greater than 9/15, 2/3 is larger than 3/5. 

Geometry Problems 

Question 13: What is the perimeter of a square with side length 6 cm? 

Problem 

type 

Perimeter Concept, Properties of a Square, Perimeter 

Formula for a Square 

Answer 24 cm 

Explanation The perimeter of a square is the sum of the lengths of all 

four sides. Since all sides of a square are equal, the 

perimeter is 4 times the length of one side. In this case, the 

side length is 6 cm, so the perimeter is 4 x 6 = 24 cm. 

Question 14: A rectangle has a length of 8 cm and a width of 5 cm. What is the area 

of the rectangle? 

Problem 

type 

Area Concept, Area Formula for a Rectangle 

Answer 40 square cm 

Explanation The area of a rectangle is calculated by multiplying the 

length and the width. In this case, the length is 8 cm and the 

width is 5 cm, so the area is 8 cm x 5 cm = 40 square cm. 

Question 15: How many sides does a hexagon have? 



 

 

Problem 

type 

Identification of Geometric Shapes, Polygon Characteristics 

Answer 6 sides 

Explanation A hexagon is a polygon with 6 sides and 6 angles. 

Therefore, a hexagon has 6 sides. 

Problem-solving Questions 

Question 16: A bookshelf has 4 shelves. Each shelf can hold up to 8 books. How 

many books can the bookshelf hold in total? 

Problem 

type 

 

Answer 32 books 

Explanation The bookshelf has 4 shelves, and each shelf can hold up to 8 

books. To find the total number of books the bookshelf can 

hold, we multiply the number of shelves (4) by the number 

of books each shelf can hold (8): 4 x 8 = 32. Therefore, the 

bookshelf can hold a total of 32 books. 

Question 17: Emily has 12 pencils. She wants to share them equally with her 3 

friends. How many pencils will each person get? 

Problem 

type 

 

Answer 3 pencils 

Explanation Emily has 12 pencils and wants to share them equally with 3 

friends. To find how many pencils each person will get, we 



 

 

divide the total number of pencils (12) by the number of 

people (4, including Emily): 12 ÷ 4 = 3. Therefore, each 

person will get 3 pencils. 

Question 18: There are 18 students in a class. If 6 students leave the class, how many 

students are left? 

Problem 

type 

 

Answer 12 students 

Explanation We start with 18 students in the class. Then, 6 students 

leave. To find the number of students left, we subtract 6 

from 18: 18 - 6 = 12. Therefore, 12 students are left in the 

class. 

Math Puzzles 

 

 

Part 3. Fun Math Problems for Middle School (Grades 7-9) 

Middle school can be a challenging time, but math doesn't have to be a dreaded 

subject. In fact, with the right approach, math can be a whole lot of fun! 

For middle school students in grades 7, 8, and 9, these fun math problems with 

answers are designed to pique your interest and challenge your minds in a playful 

way. From logic puzzles to brain teasers, these simple and interesting questions will 

get those young minds thinking in new and creative ways. 

Question 1: If you mix 3 liters of water with 5 liters of juice, what is the ratio of 

water to juice? 



 

 

 

 

Problem 

type 

Ratios Word Problem (Mixture Problem) 

Answer 3:5 

Explanation The ratio of water to juice is the same as the volume of 

each ingredient, which is 3:5. 

Question 2: Alex is twice as old as Ben. Five years ago, the sum of their ages was 20. 

How old are they now? 

Problem 

type 

Word Problem (Age Problem), Algebra 

Answer Alex is 15, Ben is 7.5 



 

 

Explanation 
 

Step 1: Let's denote Alex's current age as A and Ben's 

current age as B. According to the problem, A = 2B. Five 

years ago, Alex was A - 5 years old, and Ben was B - 5 

years old. The sum of their ages five years ago was (A - 5) + 

(B - 5) = 20. 

Step 2: Substituting A = 2B into the equation gives us (2B - 

5) + (B - 5) = 20, which simplifies to 3B = 30, so B = 10. 

Therefore, Ben is currently 10 years old, and Alex is 20 

years old. However, we made a mistake in the initial 

calculation. 

Step 3: If Alex is twice as old as Ben, and we let Ben's age 

be B, then Alex's age is 2B. Five years ago, their ages were 

B - 5 and 2B - 5, respectively. The sum of their ages five 

years ago was (B - 5) + (2B - 5) = 20. Combining like terms, 

we get 3B - 10 = 20. Adding 10 to both sides gives 3B = 30, 

and dividing by 3 gives B = 10. Therefore, Ben is currently 

10 years old, and Alex, being twice as old, is 2 * 10 = 20 

years old. 

Question 3: If SEND + MORE = MONEY, what does each letter represent? 



 

 

 

Problem 

type 

Cryptarithmetic, Problem Solving 

Answer S = 9, E = 5, N = 6, D = 7, M = 1, O = 0, R = 8, Y = 2 

Explanation 
 

Step 1: If SEND + MORE = MONEY, then the number 

represented by each letter is as follows: 

S = 9 

E = 5 

N = 6 

D = 7 

M = 1 

O = 0 

R = 8 



 

 

Y = 2 

Step 2: That is: 9567 + 1085 = 10652 

This solution satisfies the equation SEND + MORE = 

MONEY, and each letter represents a unique number from 

0 to 9. 

Question 4: If a car travels at 60 miles per hour for 3 hours, how far does it travel? 

Problem 

type 

Word Problem (Distance Problem) 

Answer 180 miles 

Explanation 
 

Distance is calculated by multiplying speed by time. So, 60 

miles per hour for 3 hours is 60 * 3 = 180 miles. 

Question 5: I am a three-digit number. My tens digit is five more than my ones digit. 

My hundreds digit is eight less than my tens digit. What number am I? 

 



 

 

 

Problem 

type 

Deductive Reasoning, Logic Puzzle 

Answer 161 

Explanation 
 

Step 1: Let's denote the ones digit as x. According to the 

problem, the tens digit is x + 5, and the hundreds digit is (x 

+ 5) - 8 = x - 3. Therefore, the number is x - 3, x + 5, x. 

Since the number is a three-digit number, x cannot be 0, so 

the smallest possible value for x is 1. 

Step 2: This gives us the number 1 - 3, 1 + 5, 1, which is not 

possible because the hundreds digit cannot be negative. The 

next smallest value for x is 3, which gives us the number 3 - 

3, 3 + 5, 3, or 0, 8, 3, which is not a valid three-digit number 

because it starts with 0. 

Step 3: The next value for x is 4, which gives us the number 

4 - 3, 4 + 5, 4, or 1, 9, 4, which is a valid three-digit number. 

Therefore, the number is 194. 

Question 5: What is 1/2 + 1/4? 

Problem 

type 

Fraction Problem (Simplification) 

Answer 3/4 

Explanation 
 

To add fractions, we need a common denominator. The 

common denominator for 2 and 4 is 4. So, 1/2 becomes 2/4, 

and adding 2/4 to 1/4 gives us 3/4. 

Question 6: What is 3/4 divided by 1/2? 



 

 

Problem 

type 

Fraction Problem (Division) 

Answer 1.5 

Explanation 
 

To divide fractions, we multiply by the reciprocal of the 

second fraction. So, 3/4 divided by 1/2 is the same as 3/4 

multiplied by 2/1, which equals 6/4 or 1.5 when simplified. 

Question 6: Which is greater, 2/3 or 3/4? 

Problem 

type 

Fraction Problem (Comparison) 

Answer 3/4 

Explanation 
 

To compare fractions, we can convert them to decimals or 

find a common denominator. As decimals, 2/3 is 

approximately 0.666, and 3/4 is 0.75. Since 0.75 is greater 

than 0.666, 3/4 is greater than 2/3. 

Question 7:  If the sum of two angles is 90 degrees, and one angle is 40 degrees, 

what is the other angle? 

Answer: 50 degrees 

Problem 

type 

Geometry Problem (Angles) 

Answer 50 degrees 

Explanation 
 

Complementary angles add up to 90 degrees. If one angle is 

40 degrees, the other must be 90 - 40 = 50 degrees. 



 

 

Question 8: What is the volume of a cube with sides of 3 cm? 

Problem 

type 

Geometry Problem (Volume) 

Answer 27 cubic cm 

Explanation 
 

The volume of a cube is found by cubing the length of one 

side. So, for a cube with sides of 3 cm, the volume is 3 cm * 

3 cm * 3 cm = 27 cubic cm. 

Question 9: If the two legs of a right triangle are 3 cm and 4 cm, what is the length of 

the hypotenuse? 

Answer: 5 cm 

Problem 

type 

Geometry Problem (Pythagorean Theorem) 

Answer 5 cm 

Explanation 
 

According to the Pythagorean Theorem, the square of the 

hypotenuse (c) is equal to the sum of the squares of the 

other two sides (a and b). So, c^2 = a^2 + b^2. Plugging in 

the values, we get c^2 = 3^2 + 4^2 = 9 + 16 = 25. Taking 

the square root of both sides, we find that c = √25 = 5 cm. 

Question 10: What is the next number in the sequence 1, 4, 9, 16, 25? 

Problem 

type 

Number Pattern, Sequences 

Answer 36 



 

 

Explanation 
 

The sequence consists of square numbers (1^2, 2^2, 3^2, 

etc.). The next number is the square of the next integer, 

which is 6^2 = 36. 

Question 11: You have two coins, and you flip both. What is the probability that you 

get at least one head? 

Problem 

type 

Probability 

Answer 3/4 or 75% 

Explanation There are four possible outcomes (HH, HT, TH, TT), and 

three have at least one head. 

 


